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VII - HOLY WEEK

(Sunday)

That Sunday, the 10th day of the Jewish month, Nisan, began as a normal first day of
a Jewish work week. It was destined not to remain routine. For this was the day that
Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. This was such an important event
that all four Evangelists include it in their respective Gospel account (Matt. 21:1-
11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:28-44, John 12:12-19). This day marked the beginning
of the most important week in all history. And it was not without Scriptural
connection. A number of things taking place this day fit perfectly into God’s divine
plan and the commands He had given His children. Thus the events of this day
didn’t “just happen.” They happened in fulfillment and testimony of God’s eternal
Plan - revealed bit by bit through the centuries.

The previous evening was spent in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper (Matt.
26:6, John 12:1-3). Simon had given a meal in honor of Jesus. Whether Jesus and
His disciples spent the night in Simon’s home, in the home of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, or elsewhere, we do not know. But Sunday morning found Jesus and His
disciples starting out for Jerusalem. Remember that Bethany was a small village
about 2 miles east of Jerusalem, on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. (This
mount derived its name from the fact that its slopes were covered with olive groves.)
Leaving Bethany, their path took them to Bethphage (Hebrew for “house of figs”),
which was a small community on the western slope of the Mount of Olives - directly
across the Kidron valley from Jerusalem.

As they approached Bethphage, Jesus sent two of His disciples on ahead with
instructions to bring back a donkey and her colt. He told them where to find these
animals - and what to tell anyone who might question them about their intentions
(Matt. 21:2-3). He even explained to His disciples that this colt had never been
ridden before (Mark 11:2). The fact that Matthew refers to a donkey and her colt,
whereas Mark and Luke refer only to the colt, is of no significance. Mark and Luke
merely refer only to the animal upon which Jesus would ride, while Matthew speaks
also of the colt’s mother. From our vantage point in history, one wonders if the fact
that the disciples found all of this exactly the way Jesus had instructed them - the
donkey and colt, the questions, the acceptance of their answer - caused them to
wonder how their Master knew all this? Whatever their reaction, this certainly showed
the Lord’s omniscience - and His omnipotence - in that the men gave the disciples
no trouble when they took the animal.
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I made reference above to the fact that Jesus described the colt as one upon which no
one had ever ridden. This was more than coincidental. In the Old Testament, one of
the things God commanded was that only the very best should be dedicated to Him
and His use. For example, animals designated for sacrifice were to be without blemish
or defect. Even more, they were not to have been used for any other purpose (Num
19:2, Deut. 21:3). Even the cart and the team of oxen that carried the Ark of the
Covenant back to Israel, after the Philistines had captured it, were to be “new” (cart)
and the oxen were never to have been “yoked” (I Sam 6:7). Thus anything which was
to be set apart for God’s use was never to have been used for any other purpose. Jesus
followed this practice by riding upon a colt which had never been ridden before.
(The calmness of this untrained colt also attests to the omnipotence of Jesus.) An
event later this week would also follow this expectation when Jesus was laid in a
tomb, in which no one had yet been laid (Luke 23:53). Both of these instances give
evidence to the minute detail of God’s plan of salvation for the world.

When the disciples returned with the animals, they put some of their garments on
the colt, after which Jesus took His position astride the back of the colt. There was
symbolism in this act of Jesus. As I had pointed out in a previous chapter, this was
the only time that Jesus traveled somewhere on land and did not walk. Why did He
now choose to ride? Because He was entering the Holy City as a King. Not as an
earthly king, on a mighty steed, with a lot of pomp and circumstance. But as a King
nevertheless. The King of which Zechariah had written several hundred years before
(Zech. 9:9).

Jesus entered the Holy City “riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” He
was a King with a different kind of mission. He came not to exercise harsh rule over
His people. He came not even to free His people from the ruthless rule of Rome. He
came to exercise love and forgiveness over His people. He came to free them from
the sinister rule of sin and Satan. He came as the long awaited Messiah - in fulfillment
of Holy Scripture. Matthew and John both make reference to the Old Testament
prophecies that were fulfilled by this act (Matt. 21:4-5, John 12:14b-15). Knowing
exactly what was going to happen later this week, Jesus went forward to fulfill all
prophecy and “bring salvation” to His people. He went forward - not as a soon-to-
be-defeated weakling, but as a Man in charge of His own destiny.

This Sunday ushered in the week when the Passover was observed. Historically and
religiously, the Passover was the most important of the annual feasts for the Jewish
nation. It was closely connected with the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which began
the day after the Passover and lasted 7 days (Ex. 12:12-18, Lev. 23:5-8). This
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combined feast was one of the three feasts which the Mosaic Law required all adult
male Jews to attend. The other two were the “Feast of Weeks” and the “Feast of
Tabernacles” (Deut. 16:16). Being a “required attendance” festival, the city of Jerusalem
would be overrun with pilgrims, spilling out beyond the city walls into pilgrim
encampments. Many of these would be located on and around the Mount of Olives
because of its close proximity to the Temple - along the route Jesus and His disciples
were following.

As the crowds saw this lone figure on a donkey colt, surrounded by a small group of
His followers, they not only recognized this Man to be Jesus of Nazareth, but also
realized the Biblical significance of this event as well (Zech. 9:9). By and large, these
pilgrims would have come from Galilee, where Jesus had carried out much of His
ministry. Since the raising of Lazarus was still a much talked about topic, this news
added to the excitement of the occasion. It wasn’t long before Jesus’ little entourage
became a large procession. Matthew elaborates on the crowd’s reaction in chapter
21, verses 8-9. He tells about the crowd spreading their cloaks on the road - a
spontaneous “rolling out the red carpet” for this divine dignitary. Others, Matthew
continues, cut branches from the trees and spread them along the road - a makeshift
carpet for the lowly donkey carrying so great a Rider. ( John reveals that the branches
which were cut were palm branches - John 12:13. Could this scene have been in
John’s mind years later when he wrote the words of Revelation 7:9b?)

There were others who quickly joined in this jubilant procession. John tells us that
pilgrims already in the city heard about Jesus and the crowd as they approached the
city from the East. They too took palm branches and went out to meet the procession
( John 12:12-13). These two groups now merge into one and with united voice begin
chanting the praises of Jesus. These chants and songs are drawn from Psalm 118:25-
26, which combine a prayer to God for deliverance and praise to the Messiah who
comes in the name of the Lord, granting that deliverance. These chants, therefore,
are nothing less than a recognition of Jesus as the long awaited Messiah and a prayer
for their long-desired deliverance.

We turn to Luke now for another side to this event (19:37-40). Wherever Jesus was
in these latter days of His physical existence on earth, there were also Pharisees. Not
to sing His praises - but to criticize and find fault and look for an opportunity to get
rid of Him. Thus, there were Pharisees mingling with this crowd of Palm Sunday.
They heard the songs and chants of the crowd. They understood the implications of
those shouts. But they were not ready to join in with the crowd or even acknowledge
the truthfulness of their words. They could not bring themselves to agree with these
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shouts hailing Jesus as the Son of God, the Promised Messiah (or Deliverer). In fact,
they disagreed with this sentiment and greatly objected to it. Some of them, close
enough to Jesus to say something to Him, asked Him to put an end to the shouts of
the crowd - which they considered blasphemy. However, in a very stern voice, Jesus
told these Pharisees that even if the crowd would become silent, the stones would
take up their chant. By sternly dismissing the demand of these Pharisees, Jesus
accepted the praise of these people and acknowledged Himself to be the long-
awaited Savior of mankind.

Luke immediately follows this interchange with one of the most heart-rending
passages in Holy Scripture. He records the words and action of Jesus as He drew
closer to Jerusalem on the descent from the Mount of Olives. With a clear view of
the Holy City, with His heart breaking, He wept over the city (19:41), and lamented
the words which Luke records in 19:42-44. The Pharisees were among those for
whom Jesus lamented. But these words extend far beyond the Pharisees. While He
was receiving great praise and adulation from the people today (Palm Sunday), He
knew, in His omniscience, what awaited Him 5 days hence. He knew how the
religious leaders would openly and verbally reject Him on that Black Friday. He
knew how they would call down a curse upon themselves and their children as He
stood before Pilate (Matt. 27:25). He knew that this curse would begin to be fulfilled
about 40 years later when the heartless Roman general, Titus, would besiege the city
and destroy it, so that not one stone would be left on another (Luke 19:43-44). He
could “see” the accompanying slaughter of men, women, and children - people for
whom He would give His life in just 5 days. And He wept!

The procession continued on its way down the Mount of Olives towards the Temple.
This path that Jesus followed was not mere convenience or coincidence. It has
prophetic significance. For this was the path along which the scapegoat was led on
the Day of Atonement. (The Day of Atonement - “Yom Kippur” - occurs on the
10th day of Tishri, the 7th month in the Jewish sacred calendar, and falls somewhere
in the months of September or October in our calendar.) Leviticus 16 records the
Lord’s instructions for His people on this very solemn occasion. These instructions
were given while the Children of Israel were on their 40 year trek through the
wilderness - going from Egypt to the Promised Land. These instructions centered
around atonement procedures for the people’s sins.

Basically, two male goats were to be chosen from the Israelite community. Lots were
to be cast for the two goats - one lot was designated for the Lord; the other becoming
the scapegoat. The goat chosen for the Lord was to be sacrificed as a sin offering.
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The other goat was to be used as a symbol of atonement for the people’s sins by
sending it out into the desert as a scapegoat. Prior to sending it out into the desert,
however, the High Priest was to lay both of his hands on the head of the scapegoat
and confess over it all the sins and rebellion of the Israelites - thus symbolically
transferring their sins to the scapegoat. The scapegoat would then be led out into the
desert and released, never to return, indicating the removal of the sins of God’s
people from their presence.

This “lasting ordinance” began while the Children of Israel were in the wilderness -
worshipping God from their temporary tabernacle, or Tent of Meeting. Later, after
they had settled in the Promised Land and the Temple was built in Jerusalem, this
practice continued there. Since the Temple was built above the Kidron Valley on the
Temple mount (Mt. Zion), the scapegoat was led out of the Temple, through the
Eastern Gate of the city, across the Kidron Valley, over the Mount of Olives, into the
wilderness of Judea - the same path which Jesus was now taking in reverse. Thus the
Savior of mankind, the “scapegoat” upon Whom the Lord laid the iniquity of us all,
followed the path of the scapegoats of Israel over the years - but as mentioned, in
reverse order - to atone for the sins of the world. It is easy to see, from our perspective
in time, that the Day of Atonement ceremonies were instituted by God to point
forward to the sacrifice of His Son - the final “scapegoat” - for the sins of the world.

The prophet Ezekiel also foresaw, in prophetic vision, this day and speaks of “the
glory of the God of Israel coming from the East... The glory of the Lord entered the
Temple through the gate facing East” (Ezek. 43:2a, 4). As with all of His actions,
nothing is done by mere chance by the Lord. Knowing from Eternity what would be
happening on this 10th day of Nisan, the Lord gave instructions to His people
accordingly throughout the Old Testament era. Now, Jesus was fulfilling these
prophecies exactly. There should have been no question in the minds of anyone that
Jesus was truly the Promised Messiah. But many refused to acknowledge this
Scriptural truth.

This 10th day of Nisan, now known as the day of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem (or Palm Sunday), has other significance as well. For it was on this day,
according to God’s own instructions, that the Passover Lamb was to be selected and
set apart for the Passover sacrifice on the 14th day of Nisan (Ex. 12:2-4). It was on
this day (Nisan 10), centuries later, that “The” Passover Lamb, the Lamb of God,
entered Jerusalem to become the sacrificial Lamb who would take away the sins of
the world. The blood of this Lamb, sacrificed on the cross, smeared on the “door
posts” of our hearts, is what causes the “angel of death” to “pass over” God’s children
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(us) in the face of the Father’s judgment on sin. For it is the blood of the Lamb of
God which has atoned for our sins and rescued us from sin, death, and the power of
the devil.

Another “foreshadow” of this event can be found in Genesis 22:1-14. This is where
God told Abraham to take his son - and specific reference is made to Isaac being his
“only son” - to the region of Mount Moriah and there to sacrifice him. Without
questioning the Lord’s “incomprehensible” directive, Abraham began following the
Lord’s instructions - even to the point of raising the knife to plunge into Isaac’s
heart. At that moment, the angel of the Lord intervened and prevented Abraham
from actually sacrificing his son. (The writer to the Hebrews speaks about the
significance of this event in Hebrews 11:17-19.) Abraham had demonstrated that
he would withhold nothing - not even his only son - from the Lord. The Lord
instead provided a ram, caught in the bushes, as a substitute for Isaac. Centuries
later, the Lamb of God, the Only Son of the Father, became the Substitute for all
mankind on this same mount. (Mt. Moriah is identified in II Chronicles 3:1 as the
mountain where Solomon built the Temple of God. Thus Mt. Moriah and Mt. Zion
are one and the same.)

The next point I want to include could just as easily be covered in the material
regarding Good Friday, but I will explain it now and possibly make reference to it
later. That point is the contrast in emotions of the people on Palm Sunday and Good
Friday. How can you explain the contrast between the joyful enthusiasm of the
people at the time of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem with the harsh and hateful comments
of the crowd standing outside the palace of Pilate just 5 days later? A couple
explanations can be offered. One, these people were much like the majority of their
countrymen. They had misinterpreted the prophecies regarding the Messiah. Some
of this could have been the result of their own burning desire to be freed from
Roman rule. They were looking for an earthly deliverer, one who would defeat their
enemies and restore Israel to its prominence and glory as in the days of David and
Solomon.

When Jesus was entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, they recognized many of the
“signs” that would accompany the appearance of the Promised Messiah. They hopefully
believed that Jesus was now ready to make His appearance known and begin the
earthly deliverance of Israel. So they rejoiced and sang the Psalms of prophecy -
welcoming their conquering Hero. Jesus, however, at no time gave any indication of
being an earthly Messiah. At times previously, when the crowds were disappointed
in His hesitancy and reluctance to become the “leader” of their dreams, they turned
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away from Him ( John 6:66). Likewise, on Good Friday, when they saw their “Hope”
arrested, despised, ridiculed, offering no resistance at all to His “enemies,” they turned
against Him once again and this time demanded His death.

Another possible explanation is that we see the reactions of two different crowds.
The Palm Sunday multitudes were more likely pilgrims from areas outside Jerusalem,
many perhaps from Galilee, staying in the pilgrim camps set up on the eastern side
of Jerusalem. This would account for their presence along the road leading into
Jerusalem rather than being in Jerusalem itself, had they been residents of Jerusalem.
These pilgrims would tend to be more supportive of this Jesus of Nazareth, a Galilean,
who carried out much of His public ministry in their area. The Good Friday crowds
in the courtyard of Pilate, on the other hand, could have easily been permanent
residents of Jerusalem, over whom the High Priest and his followers would have
more influence (Mark 15:11). Whichever, if either - or a combination - of these two
explanations might be true, the result was the same. Acceptance on Sunday; rejection
on Friday.

The Evangelist John reports a comment that is significant in this regard ( John 12:19).
The Pharisees, one of the religious parties opposed to Jesus, saw what was happening
on Palm Sunday; they recognized the Scriptural implications of what they saw - and
they expressed their frustration. It appeared to them that the “whole world” was
going after Jesus. (Could this be another statement influenced by the Holy Spirit,
but unknown to the Pharisees - a statement that foresaw the spread of the faith
throughout the world?) At the time this statement was made, however, these Pharisees
were only concerned about their own well-being.

The Pharisees alone are singled out by John. However, they are representatives of a
larger group which was in grim agreement in their opposition to Jesus. The Pharisees
made up one segment of that larger group. That group was the Sanhedrin, or Ruling
Council of the Jews. In addition to the Pharisees, there were also the chief priests -
with the High Priest as their head, and also the leader of the Sanhedrin - and the
elders, or tribal heads. This body, the Sanhedrin, was in charge of the Jewish civil
jurisdiction. They were not an autonomous group, however. They ruled at Rome’s
pleasure. This is why they became concerned about the popularity of Jesus. They
feared that if too many people began following Jesus, they would begin looking to
Him as their leader. They further feared that Rome might feel they could no longer
control the people and would take away their position of power ( John 11:48). With
all the excitement and clamor of the Palm Sunday crowd, the already edgy Sanhedrin
became more uneasy and agitated - and more determined to get rid of Jesus in any
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way necessary.

The Evangelist Mark is the one who tells us about the next actions of Jesus (11:11).
The trip in from Bethany (approximately 2 miles); the fetching of the donkey colt;
the procession through the crowd of pilgrims; the interchange with the Pharisees
(Luke 19:39-40); His heart-wrenching prophecy over Jerusalem - all of this took
time. Then there was the return trip to Bethany to consider. All in all, as Mark
relates, when Jesus entered Jerusalem, He went to the Temple. What He saw there
was not surprising, but nevertheless disheartening. As He looked around, the money
changers and animal traders did not escape His attention. But His judgment on
them would wait until the next day. After looking around at everything in the Temple,
Jesus and His disciples returned to Bethany. Since no specific location is noted, it is
quite probable that Jesus spent each evening of Holy Week - at least until Thursday
evening - in the home of His friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.

Palm Sunday! Beginning routinely. Changing dramatically with each passing hour.
Revealing prophecy being fulfilled. Seeing symbolical actions taking place. Every
detail of this day - from Jesus’ ride on a donkey colt to His procession along the route
of the scapegoats to His entrance into the Temple through the East Gate - all were
intended to point to Jesus as the Promised Messiah. And this was just the beginning
of the most crucial week in the history of mankind. A week planned from Eternity. A
week that would have implications throughout Eternity.

(Monday)

The next morning found Jesus and His disciples on their way back to the Holy City.
St. Mark notes that Jesus was hungry (11:12). He saw a fig tree in the distance and
approached it, expecting to eat some of its fruit. However, despite the fig tree being
in full leaf, there was no fruit on its branches. Being in the spring of the year, the only
surprising thing about this event would seem to be the harsh judgment of Jesus
upon this tree. Mark even comments that this was not the season for figs (11:13b),
so why did Jesus curse the tree? Further research might provide us with the answer.

There were actually three different kinds of fig trees in Judea. One of these bears its
fruit late in the season and frequently retains its fruit all winter. The same is true for
its leaves. So while, as Mark points out, it was too early in the season for the normal
fig trees to bear fruit, this evidently was one of the late-bearing trees and Jesus had
every right to expect fruit on a tree in full leaf. But for whatever reason, there were no
figs on this particular tree. It showed promise. It appeared normal and healthy. But
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there was no fruit. It deceived those who looked to it for fruit. Thus the judgment
from Jesus - the only instance of judgment pronounced by Jesus as recorded by the
holy writers.

Neither Matthew nor Mark, who report this event, draws any conclusions from this
occurrence. But coming the day after Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44),
possibly very close to this very location, this could have been some kind of an object
lesson. As Jesus looked over Jerusalem the day before, the city would seem to offer
promise. It appeared normal and healthy. The magnificent Temple in all its glory
stood out above all else. But like with the fig tree, Jesus could see no fruit. Tradition
and national pride left no room for faith - and the fruits of faith. So Jesus’
pronouncement of judgment upon the fig tree foreshadowed the judgment that
would later befall Jerusalem itself.

The next day, as Jesus and His disciples passed this way again, they saw the fig tree
completely withered. As the disciples made comment about it, Jesus responded only
with words about faith - and what faith can perform. Faith - the ingredient that was
missing in Jerusalem (Mark 11:20-25). [A Side-note: Matthew’s account of this
event (21:18-22) seems to place this judgment on the third day of Holy Week -
Tuesday - with the consequence and the disciples’ questions all happening at the
same time. However, as is noted in the foot notes on this section in the Concordia
Self-Study Bible, Matthew sometimes takes a number of instances and simply
compresses them into one. Mark’s account is more careful to give day-by-day details.]

Jesus arrived in Jerusalem this day (Monday) under much different circumstances
than the day before. Gone were the crowds and the palm branches and the shouts of
“Hosanna.” But the ever-present money changers and animal sellers, especially during
religious festivals, were still practicing their trade. As He had done early in His
public ministry ( John 2:13-16), so once again, Jesus was filled with righteous
indignation and began overturning the tables of the money changers and the benches
of the sellers of doves. As He did so, He repeated words similar to those He stated at
the first cleansing of the Temple (Mark 11:15-17).

The reaction of the money changers and sellers of animals? Apparently, none - at
least not openly. But they - and the chief priests and scribes, under whose approval
they operated - were now even more determined not just to get rid of Jesus in
general, but very specifically to kill Him (Mark 11:18a). They were fearful of doing
anything publicly, however, because the general public, at this time at least, was very
supportive of Jesus and greatly approved His actions against those who were making
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the “House of Prayer” a “den of thieves.”

There were other reactions though. Matthew tells us that the blind and the lame
came to Him in the Temple - and He healed them (21:14). Matthew also reports
that children were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David” (21:15). Who these
children were is not revealed. Some believe it could have been young males who had
reached the age of their “bar mitzvah” and had accompanied their families to the
Passover observance. What they shouted is revealed. They were repeating some of
the chants which they heard the adults singing the day before. Chants which
acknowledge Jesus as the Promised Messiah and Savior of the world.

Other verbal reactions - negative reactions - are reported by Matthew as well. The
chief priests and scribes, though not daring to take any action against Jesus, came to
Jesus and pretended to be horrified about the chants of the children in the Temple.
(They were concerned about the chants of praise by the children in the Temple - but
not about the shouts of the money changers and animal sellers.) Jesus’ only reply to
them was to quote Psalm 8:2. He quotes only the first part of this Psalm verse, but
these “educated” religious leaders were certainly familiar with the last part which
explains why God ordained praise from children and infants. It didn’t take much
thought to realize that Jesus was identifying these self-righteous religious leaders as
the “enemies of God,” to which David refers. That, of course, didn’t soothe their
bitter feelings against Jesus in any way.

Following this interchange, Jesus once again leaves the Holy City and returns to
Bethany for the night. Thus another day has elapsed in this very critical and important
week in history.

(Tuesday)

Tuesday was another busy and emotional day for the Lord. It turned out to be the
final day of His public ministry. Though frustrated by the Jews’ continual opposition,
He nevertheless kept reaching out to them and warning them to the very end. As He
had done on Sunday and Monday, this day found Jesus in the Temple once again.
He didn’t spend much time in the Temple itself on Sunday. He spent a little more
time there on Monday. Now, on Tuesday, His last day in the Temple before He
offered up the supreme sacrifice for the sins of the world, He spent a lot of time in
His Father’s house. We’ll summarize some of the things that happened on this day.

He had hardly gotten inside the Temple courts before a delegation from the Sanhedrin
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approached Him with a question. Mark reports this in his Gospel, 11:27-33. They
got right to the point. They challenged Jesus’ authority to do “these things.” Even
though “these things” were not identified, it was obvious as to what they referred. It
included the cleansing of the Temple the day before - as well as accepting the
Messianic acclaim and praise on both Sunday and Monday. They were probably
hoping that Jesus would give them an answer, something to the effect that He
received this authority from the Father Himself. This would give them the opportunity
to accuse Him of blasphemy - saying that He and the Father were “so close.”

It was not difficult for Jesus to see through this scheme designed to trap Him. He
cleverly turns the tables on them by asking them a question in turn. He promises to
answer their question if they will answer His. The question: “John’s baptism - was it
from heaven or from men?” Their jaws must have dropped. And as they gave further
consideration to this question, their jaws probably opened even wider. They realized
the predicament they were in (Mark 11:31-32). So they tried to wiggle out of this
dilemma with the lie, “We don’t know.” They knew, but there was no way they were
going to admit it publicly. Jesus’ response to them then was a rather tart, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.” (Mark 11:33b) However,
Jesus did in effect answer their question, but in a way they couldn’t - or wouldn’t -
accept. By referring to John’s baptism, He was calling attention to the man who
identified Jesus as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” ( John
1:29). Thus Jesus was saying that His authority did indeed come from heaven.

Jesus leaves these dumbfounded schemers and goes on to teach the people who were
willing to listen to Him. A series of parables follows. Matthew records three: “The
Parable of the Two Sons” (21:28-32); “The Parable of the Tenants” (21:33-44. Mark
and Luke also record this Parable - Mark 12:1-11, Luke 20:9-18); and “The Parable
of the Wedding Banquet” (22:1-14). The chief priests and the Pharisees could not
deny that these strongly worded parables were aimed at them. In fact, Matthew
reports their reaction in 21:45-46. Jesus continued to reach out to the people and
warn them of the consequences of not repenting. Some of His audience responded
positively, I’m sure, but the same cannot be said of these chief priests and Pharisees
who were only concerned about getting rid of Jesus because He saw through their
real intentions and self-righteousness.

Instead of being touched by Jesus’ words, His enemies became even more determined
in their efforts to do away with this Man Who caused them so much trouble and
embarrassment. It now fell to other Pharisees, along with some of the Herodians, to
try and trap Jesus in His words (Matt. 22:15-16a). If they could discredit Him in
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the eyes of the government, they could sit back and let the government do their “dirty
work” for them (Luke 20:20). They confronted Jesus with a question they felt certain
would trip Him up - no matter what answer He gave. It concerned the matter of
tribute to Caesar. Matthew (22:15-21), Mark (12:13-17), and Luke (20:20-25) all
record this incident. Once again His enemies totally underestimated their target.
Jesus answered in such a way that not only could they find no fault with His answer,
but they themselves were left speechless (Luke 20:26).

With His answer, Jesus also summarizes the Christian’s guide regarding responsibility
to both God and government. According to God’s plan, we are subject to both God
and the government. But there should be no confusion between or admixture of the
two. We are clearly to render unto the government what is due to government.
Romans 13:1-7 spells out our obligation to the government. But Peter and the other
apostles make it clear in Acts 5:29 where our greater responsibility lies - with God,
Who is the ultimate and absolute authority. Even the government needs to yield to
this greater authority! (Would to God that all governments and their leaders would
recognize and submit to the higher authority of God!)

Though failing time after time in their efforts to discredit Jesus or come up with
something “solid” to use against Him, His enemies try a couple more times. The
Sadducees, who didn’t believe in the resurrection of the dead in the first place, try to
involve Jesus in a debate about the resurrection (Matt. 22:23-33, Mark 12:18-27,
and Luke 20:27-38). Luke records the outcome of this encounter (20:39-40). After
the Sadducees failed, the Pharisees try again (Matt. 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-31). For
whatever reason, they wanted Jesus to identify the greatest commandment in the law.
Jesus answers by not only summarizing the first and greatest commandment, but the
second as well. Mark tells us that after this, no one dared ask Him any more questions
(12:34b).

After asking His tormentors a question which they cannot answer (Matt. 22:41-46),
Jesus proceeds to issue His strongest denunciation of the scribes (teachers of the
Law) and the Pharisees. (NOTE: There were scribes among the Pharisees and
Pharisees among the scribes. However, those referred to as scribes or teachers of the
Law were professional students of the Old Testament and were in a distinct class by
themselves.) A series of seven “Woes” follows (Matt. 23:1-36). These seven woes of
warning are directed against the hypocrites, as Jesus calls them, who are quick to
condemn others, but cannot see their own faults and failings. These “woes” are
exclamations - like the “blesseds” in the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:1-11). They are not
simply a wish, but a statement of fact. Thus Jesus concludes His Public Ministry
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with yet another stern warning to those who are not interested in repentance, but
only in following their own self-righteous desires. The very end of Jesus’ final discourses
in the Temple are found in Matthew 23:37-39, another mournful lament about
these rebellious people. His loving heart still aches for His wayward children.

After recording this scathing denunciation by Jesus of the scribes and Pharisees,
Matthew reports that Jesus left the Temple (24:1). The other Evangelists, however,
include additional events happening before Jesus actually left the Temple. Mark
(12:41-44) and Luke (21:1-4) both report on what has come to be known as the
story about “the widow’s mite.” What Jesus witnessed by the offering receptacles
allowed Him another opportunity to teach. Calling His disciples to His side, Jesus
pointed out the contrast in people’s giving. The rich took great pride in throwing
large amounts into the boxes. Jesus calls attention to that, but only to contrast their
giving with that of a poor widow. In God’s eyes, this poor widow put more into the
treasury than all the others. For they gave, Jesus said, out of their abundance. The
widow gave her all. Obviously, not all of the Israelites had succumbed to the spiritual
corruption of the scribes and Pharisees. And as long as this story of “The Widow’s
Mite” is told, she will be remembered for her humble and trusting love for the Lord.

The Evangelist John records another significant event (12:20-36). A number of
Greeks - Gentiles who had accepted the Jewish religion - came to Jerusalem to
observe the Passover Festival. No doubt, after everything that had happened in
Jerusalem on the first days of this week, the name of Jesus came up in many
conversations. Obviously hearing some of these comments, these Greeks approach
Philip with a request to see Jesus. The fact that these Gentiles wanted to see Jesus in
these late hours of His earthly life, reminds us of other Gentiles - the Magi - who
came to see Jesus toward the beginning of His earthly life. So from beginning to end,
God wanted it to be made plain that Jesus came into this world to be the Savior of all
nations.

John does not reveal whether or not Jesus actually spoke to the Greeks directly. But
they were at least probably nearby when Jesus spoke His next recorded words. He
indicates that “the hour has come” - the hour for which He left His heavenly home
and came to this earth; the hour when His heel would be “bruised,” but the serpent’s
(Satan’s) head would be “crushed” (Gen. 3:15). He proceeds to speak further about
this “hour.” As He contemplates what lies ahead of Him, He confesses that His
“heart is troubled.” It was as if the weight of the world’s sin was already beginning to
bear down on Him. Yet He renews His determination to follow the will of His
Father in heaven. He would not, at this time, ask His Father to save Him from this
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hour. Instead, He reiterates that this was the reason for coming to this point in His
life. So He prays aloud, “Father, glorify Your name!”

Immediately, there was a response to His prayer. A voice from heaven - the same
voice that spoke at His Baptism and on the Mount of Transfiguration, the voice of
the heavenly Father - assured Jesus that He had glorified His name and would
glorify it again. And indeed, God’s name was glorified in His Son’s work and would
be glorified again as Jesus gave His life for the redemption of mankind. Jesus spoke
again, and in words reminiscent of John 3:14-15, referred to the kind of death He
would die - a death whereby He would be lifted up from the earth; a death which
involved being suspended between heaven and earth, as if He belonged to neither; a
death by crucifixion on a cross.

Near the end of this chapter, John refers once again to the hard-heartedness and
stubborn unbelief of the religious leaders of the Jews - and how they kept some
believers from openly professing their faith out of fear of reprisal from the Pharisees
( John 12:37-43).

The other three Evangelists now take up the story, reporting the final events of this
day (Matt. 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-38), with Matthew giving the more
detailed account. After a very demanding and heartbreaking day in the Temple, Jesus
left with His disciples. Finding a quiet place on the Mount of Olives, Jesus spent
some time with His disciples. These were the men who had been with Him for three
years - listening to His words; witnessing His miracles; watching the response of the
people; experiencing His great love for them and all mankind. These were the men
who would now be called upon to take up the work the Lord would call upon them
to do, and spread the message of salvation near and far. But even with three years of
on-the-job training, they were not totally prepared for what lay ahead of them. So
Jesus takes advantage of this time to warn them; to instruct them; to help them
understand; to further prepare them.

The disciples “open the door” for Jesus when they called attention to the massive
stones with which the Temple and some of its buildings were constructed. He told
them initially - as they were leaving the Temple - that all those magnificent stones
would one day be thrown down. Now, as they gather on the Mount of Olives and the
disciples ask Jesus when this is going to happen, He goes into a description of the
“last times.” He basically covers three different phases. He begins with warnings
about the end times (Matt. 24:4-14), cautioning them not to be deceived by humans
or events. He warns of false prophets, but assures that those who stand firm to the
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end will be saved. Then He foretells the terrible destruction that will befall Jerusalem
(Matt. 24:15-22). This, we know from later history, took place in 70 A.D. when the
Roman legions lay siege to Jerusalem and leveled it. (This part of His answer speaks
more directly to the question of the disciples.)

Then Jesus reverts back to warnings and instructions concerning the end times (Matt.
24:23-51). He again cautions about false prophets. He quotes the prophet Isaiah
who spoke of things happening in nature immediately before the appearance of the
Son of Man, coming on the clouds and sending His angels to gather in the elect.
After telling His disciples that no one knows the exact time of His return (even
Jesus, in His State of Humiliation, did not at this time know that date - to be
explained later), He encourages them to be watchful, alert, anticipating His return.

Two Parables follow this. “The Parable of the Ten Virgins” (Matt. 25:1-13) teaches
watchfulness and preparedness for the return of the “Bridegroom.” “The Parable of
the Talents” (Matt. 25:14-30) encourages faithful service and good stewardship
while awaiting the return of the “Master.” The final lesson Jesus shared with His
disciples on this Tuesday of Holy Week dealt with the Judgment itself, the separation
of the sheep from the goats (Matt. 25:31-46). This is where we find those treasured
“Inasmuch” (KJV) statements, wherein Jesus identifies Himself with His own on
this earth. [NOTE: The works that Jesus refers to in this account are not to be
understood as the cause or reason for being saved - or the lack thereof as the cause or
reason for not being saved. Scripture makes it very clear that we are saved by God’s
grace alone, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:8-9). However, since
God alone can “see” faith, Jesus here refers to the works which we can see, as a
testimony to faith which we cannot see. Likewise, the lack of works indicates a lack
of faith.]

Before leaving this place on the Mount of Olives to return to Bethany, Jesus reminds
His disciples of something they knew - that the Passover was only two days away -
and alerted them again as to what was going to happen to Him at that time - His
crucifixion. Remember that He had told them this was going to happen on three
previous occasions (Matt. 16:21, 17:22-23, 20:17-19). As we see later, the disciples
did not comprehend what Jesus was telling them and were caught completely off
guard when it actually happened.

This day - Tuesday of Holy Week - proved to be a very tiring and emotionally
draining day. Jesus was now ready to return to Bethany for one final time.



114

(Wednesday)

As much as can be determined, Jesus and His disciples remained in Bethany on the
day before the Passover. At least there is no recorded information about any activities
on the part of Jesus which can be identified with Wednesday. This is not to say,
however, that nothing was taking place in Jerusalem. It even seems that one of Jesus’
own disciples made a trip into the city on this day. It was a trip - or at least the
purpose of which will be forever remembered in Christian history. It is possible that
some of the other disciples might also have ventured into the Holy City on this day -
but not for the same purpose that took Judas there.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell us of an obviously secret meeting that took place -
probably on this Wednesday (Matt. 26:3-5, Mark 14:1-2, Luke 22:1-2). This was a
meeting of the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people. The purpose of
this meeting was to continue plotting the arrest of Jesus. They began this process
shortly after Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead ( John 11:47-53). They were
afraid that with all the publicity that Jesus was getting, the people would begin
following Him as their leader and the Sanhedrin would lose influence over the
people. After the reception Jesus received on Sunday and the widespread fame this
brought Him, their fears and apprehensions skyrocketed. They were desperate now
to do something that would eliminate this threat to their positions of authority and
importance. So they held this meeting to try and fine-tune their plans. The only
problem at this point was the “Feast” (Passover and Unleavened Bread). With as
many pilgrims as were present for this Feast, and as popular as Jesus was with the
general population, they were afraid to take any kind of public action against Jesus
for fear of a riot - which would really put them in poor standing with the Roman
government, who could take away their authority very easily.

Much to their pleasant surprise, the chief priests and officers of the Temple Guard
received a visitor. A visitor who agreed to turn Jesus over to them at an appropriate
time; a visitor by the name of Judas Iscariot (Luke 22:1-6). [NOTE: Judas Iscariot,
son of Simon Iscariot ( John 6:71), is believed to be from Kerioth, a town in southern
Judea. Thus Judas was the only disciple not from Galilee (Acts 1:11a). “Iscariot” is
commonly believed to come from the Hebrew “Ish Kerioth,” or “Man of Kerioth.” In
every listing of the Apostles, Judas is always named last, and is identified by all 4
Evangelists as the betrayer (Matt. 10:4, Mark 3:19, Luke 6:16b, John 6:71).]

Judas has become one of the most controversial and despised men in all history, for
the purpose of his visit with the chief priests and officers of the Temple Guard was
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to betray his own Master. He was a traitor. Much has been written about Judas -
almost entirely negative. There have been some “defenses” offered in his favor. Some
feel he may have simply been disappointed that Jesus was not doing more to deliver
the people from Roman rule (which would match the national desire for an earthly
Messiah). So when it appeared that Jesus wasn’t going to initiate some kind of
action, Judas thought he would try to “force His hand.” However, this theory doesn’t
agree with Jesus’ description of Judas in John 6:70-71. There He calls Judas a “devil,”
thus showing He knew what was in the heart of Judas.

The more logical explanation is that Judas probably took this action out of greed and
pride. You will notice that Matthew calls attention to the fact that one of the questions
Judas addressed to the chief priests was: “What are you willing to give me. ...?”
(Matt. 26:14-15). John also mentions the greed of Judas on the occasion of Mary’s
anointing of Jesus’ feet with expensive ointment. This was in the house of Simon the
leper on the eve of Palm Sunday ( John 12:1-6). Pride - or more likely, a hurt pride -
possibly got the best of him after Jesus responded to his comments on the “better”
use of that ointment. When Judas complained about this expensive ointment being
used for the purpose of anointing Jesus’ feet, Jesus chided Judas and told him to
leave Mary alone. Judas tried to make it appear that he was concerned about the
poor. John sets the record straight, however ( John 12:4-6). Jesus commended Mary
for her actions, explaining that she did this - although completely without her
knowledge at this time - in anticipation of His burial (Matt. 26:6-13).

Being publicly embarrassed like this could have been the spark that made Judas
want to “get even” with Jesus in some way. This could also possibly be the reason for
Matthew (26:6-13) and Mark (14:3-9) both inserting this event (Mary’s anointing
of Jesus’ feet) between the meeting of the chief priests and Judas’ later meeting with
them, whereas John spells out that Mary’s anointing of Jesus’ feet took place on the
Saturday evening before Palm Sunday ( John 12:1-8, 12). Whatever his reason or
excuse, it was a dastardly deed. After Judas received the agreed-upon amount of 30
pieces of silver, he watched for an opportunity to betray his Master (Matt. 26:14-
16).

If Judas spent that night in Bethany - with Jesus and the rest of the disciples - I
wonder how well he slept, knowing what he had done and was further about to do.
For a while, at least, his actions didn’t seem to bother him though.




